
 
 

Woodstown-Pilesgrove Regional School District closer to putting $9.9 
million referendum before voters 
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WOODSTOWN — The Woodstown-Pilesgrove Board 
of Education has moved one step closer to putting a 
$9.9 million referendum before voters this fall as 
they seek approval to fund the district’s long-range 
facilities plan. 
 
On Nov. 6, voters in the borough and township will 
decide the fate of the $9,958,658 referendum. 
 
On Thursday, the board approved two “other capital 
project” resolutions that will be submitted to the New 
Jersey Department of Education for review and 
approval. 
 
The first resolution authorizes the Spiezle 
Architectural Group, Inc. to submit the long-range 
facilities upgrade at the high school for a total of 
$6,177,558. 

 
The second resolution authorizes Garrison Architects to submit the plan for a new early childhood learning center to 
be constructed on the district’s East Lake Road property for a cost of $3,781,100. 
 
School Business Administrator and Board Secretary Frank Rizzo explained that when a plan requires no state funding 
it is referred to as a capital project plan. He expects that the district will receive the preliminary eligible cost letter 
from the New Jersey Department of Education soon. 
 
“Because there is no cost to the state, the plan should move through the approval process quickly,” he said. “When 
districts require state funding, the process becomes long and involved.” 
 
Superintendent Thomas Coleman said that the board now begins a grassroots campaign to get voters to approve the 
referendum at the Nov. 6 election. 
 
The voters in the Woodstown-Pilesgrove district have turned down three previous referendums. In January 2006, 
voters defeated a $67 million new facilities proposal to build a new high and middle school. In December 2008, voters 
turned down a $27.9 million facilities plan for a new middle school. Again in March 2009, a $26.9 million referendum 
was rejected for a middle school.  
 
In December 2010, the board began to look at the stumbling blocks that resulted in the previous referendum defeats. 
 
Coleman said that the board began to look at what it would take to address the current curricular needs rather than 
the projected growth model used in the past. “The new referendum includes the core requirements necessary to 
address the educational needs of our students,” he said. 
 
High school upgrades include the renovation of the current agricultural science and art rooms for two new science labs 
at a cost of $1,412,788.  Additionally the long-range facilities plan includes the construction of a new all-purpose room 
at the middle school for $4,764,770.   
“This allows for separate lunch and gym classes for the middle and high school students,” Coleman said. 
 
The multi-purpose room will serve as both a gymnasium and cafeteria for the middle school. It will free schedules and 
allow the middle school to function independently from the high school without the added expense of building a new 
middle school. 
 
Under the proposal, fifth-grade students currently housed at the middle school will be relocated to the Mary S. 
Shoemaker School, freeing up four classrooms for high school or middle school use. 
 
Pending success of the referendum, the proposed early childhood learning center will move K and Pre-K students from 
the Mary S. Shoemaker campus to the new facility. 
 
“We had a good reception for the proposal at the Pilesgrove Planning Board,” Board President Chapman Vail said.  “In 
September, we meet with the Woodstown Planning Board,” he added. Vail said, “There are a lot of moving parts in 
this referendum. It is not going to be easy to explain.”   
 
In other action, the board voted to hire communications consultant George Sundell to develop a communications plan 
for helping to get the message out to voters for a cost of $12,000.  
 
Coleman said that he hopes the voters will see that this plan addresses the basic  
curricular and infrastructure needs of the district in the most cost-effective way. 
 
He is optimistic that this scaled back referendum will be what the voters have been looking for. 
 
“We’ve scaled back from $67 million to $27 million and now have a proposal for under $10 million. This might not be 
what we previously wanted, but it is what we critically need,” he said. 
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